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of raw sores or ulcers. There is always some swelling which usually renders the animal unfit for service on account of the pain accompanying the act. The sores may at times spread to the penis. It should be remembered that this disease is not markedly different from sore mouth or foot-rot, except in the location of the infection.
The entire flock or, at least, the affected males should be removed to clean and dry quarters and the bedding changed frequently. The raw sores should be cleansed with warm water and soap suds, dried and swabbed with full strength tincture of iodine. The dilute nitric acid is not suitable for use in this type of necro. Several applications of the iodine may be necessary before recovery takes place.
Ewes sometimes become infected about the vulva with the same kind of raw sores. The treatment would be the same as for the infected sheath.
Navel disease or necro of the liver
This is still another variation of necrobacillosis, being caused by the same germs responsible for the other diseases discussed in this group. It is a disease of new-born lambs, the principal evidence of infection being in the liver. The navel cord merely acts as the avenue through which the infection enters the body of the lamb. The navel cord contains blood-vessels, one of which communicates directly with the liver, making it easy for the germs to reach that organ.
Navel infection or necro of the liver results when ewes lamb in dirty sheds. When the lambing season is in full swing, hundreds of ewes lamb in a comparatively short time and the attendants are so hard pressed for time that the new-born lambs often receive very little attention. If the navels of the young lambs become soiled with the dirt or filth of an infected lambing shed, infection may occur. On some large sheep ranches as many as 500 lambs have been lost in one season from this cause.
The germs enter through the bleeding end of the cord